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Rainwater Harvesting Rebate Program History

« Rebates ongoing since 1999
e Subsidized Rain Barrels distributed from 2001 to 2009

« July 2010 increased max. rebate from $500 to $5,000 to:
— Encourage more larger capacity systems
— Increase participation for savings analysis

* Rebate outside cost-benefit benchmark and short-term

« Higher rebate amounts or those with low or negative
cost/benefit ratios typical for pilot programs to collect data for
Innovative or untested technology or increase public
conservation awareness

« 2013 - changes to program propose
— Reduce per gallon rebate
— Eliminate or greatly expand rebate cap
— Changes not accepted by oversight board
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Current Rebate Structure

* Rebate calculation: (Not to exceed 50% of
the system cost)

$ 0.50 / gal. for non-pressurized systems.
(rainbarrels)

$ 1.00 /gal. for pressurized systems (large
cisterns with a pump)

$5,000 lifetime maximum

 All individual rainbarrels are less than 500
gallons

— May purchase and install barrels and submit
application and receipts within 30 days of
installation

« Systems with a tank 500 gallons or greater

— Must apply and be approved for the program
before purchase or installation

Austin
RAINWATER HARVESTING
AsiTeR

Austin W ter's Ralnwater Harvastin gﬁ.elll canhelpyu by equipmet ntfn(uaphng raln water
" For 500 gallons and Up, you MUSt get pre-approval befare you buy of inst; }'ean'nem

WATER SAVINGS
5ing a ralnwater harvesting system can reduce the amount of pald water you use.

REBATE AMOUNT
= Up to 55,000 per site (Ietime Wmif)
o Non-pressurized (no pump): $0.50 per gallon up to half of the equipment cost
o Pressurized (has p mp: $1.00 per galion u pm half of the equipment cost
o May apply every 12 months for system expans! y u reach 55,000
| | ne c=n n; mate.rlan’ uramr}m rtank, pad, sore eni. nn 5, first-flush, and selected

Gutiers, Imigation system, shipping o ery.anuau:nllaryuanelanume
neq IEmEﬂbEHEH 1 d dzd

ELIGIBILITY

o Musl =ep a
system 500 gallons and up In service for ten years
0 Agress fo any needed pre- and post-nsialation nspections by AUstin Water

o WIlling to let Austin Water reference the project In outreach materials
- Ralnwater Ha r\mallgﬁﬂslm
o Must be @ naw systm expanslon of an existing system
o Mustmest Il)'subtl\dsln nazxm gnequra-nenml nﬂlﬂlg setback a nulmpem us
cover imits (contact Developmen 1a at 512-078-4000) and any

vmum'pl!!ar.ws mmmmm e&'ed’] stmeet unllr,'watereql me1ar|c4 ungmss
connection testing, backfow prevention, and penmits. (confact Spec  512-
99999 60)
o Collectad rainwater may not be used for drinking
o Equipment must be new and intendad for ralnwatsr harvasting

o Metal tanks must be ine uTmnpremt nksipipe musst be panted or enciosed
o Tanks that are 500 gallons of |Sger must have 3 rstAush diversion system and a level
base made ﬂ'! vel, sand, or concrete
CHECKLIST IE ALL TANKS ARE LESS THAN 500 GALLOMNS EACH
O meet an esgiomity requirements above
[ instan the systam

tin.org | i gov | 512-074-2100
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Looking Forward

« Water Forward Task Force
 CodeNext Austin
IRJATER
— Green Infrastructure T o™
Working Group
— Sustainably Managing our
Natural Resources CODEONEXT
. SHAPING THE AUSTIN WE IMAGINE
« Potential Rebate changes
to encourage Scale
Applications

WATER FORWARD

INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCE PLAN
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Questions?
Robert Stefani

Conservation Program
Specialist
(512) 974-9302
Robert.Stefani@austintexas.gov
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Austin Water Background

~223,000 Connections
~980,000 retail and wholesale customers
548 square mile service area

~3,807 miles of mains (both transmission and
distribution)

Conservation program history since 1983
— Council mandates in 2006, 2007 and 2010

— ~23% reduction in five year rolling average
GPCD (FY 06 — FY 15)




